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TO OUR PATRONS

•	 Thank you for joining us this evening. We hope you enjoy our 2026 Season as presented by The 
Montford Park Players, North Carolina’s longest running Shakespeare Festival. 

•	 There will be one twenty-minute intermission. Concessions will be available at the entrance to the 
amphitheatre.  Many thanks to The Matt & Molly Team for sponsoring Shakespeare’s Tavern, where 
you will find a delightful selection of wines and local beers on tap. 

•	 We are pleased to accept all major credit/debit cards, cash, checks, Venmo and PayPal for your 
donations and concessions.  One of our actors will be in the audience each night with a credit card 
reader for your convenience. 

•	 Please turn the volume off on all cell phones and pagers to avoid distracting your fellow audience 
members.  

•	 Flash photography is not permitted in the theatre. 

•	 Canine companions will be given a treat at the concession stand. 

•	 Unattended children will be given a double espresso, an energy drink and a free puppy . 

•	 The Montford Park Players is going GREEN! Please help us conserve the environment by depositing 
your empty cans in the marked recycle bins

Please feel free to contact us with any questions or comments by phone at (828) 254-5146, email at info@
montfordparkplayers.org, or snail mail at Montford Park Players, PO Box 2663, Asheville NC 28802-2663. 
You can also follow us on Facebook (Montford Park Players) or on Twitter (@MontfordPlayers) or on 
Instagram (@montfordparkplayers).



On behalf of the board of directors and the members of The Montford 
Park Players, I want to personally welcome YOU to our 54th season of free 
theatre, sponsored by ExploreAsheville!

We’re pleased to tell you that ALL our shows are free-of-charge – all season 
long! We at MPP envision a world in which everyone can experience 
exceptional live theatre, regardless of the ability to pay. Therefore, all of our 
shows are donation only. “Pay what we’re worth.” “Pay what you can.” Some 
may even call it crazy. Call it what you will – and enjoy the show!

WELCOME FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

•	 May 1 – 30	 The Wonderful Wizard of Oz (non-musical version) directed by Erin McCarson – 5 weeks/14 performances

•	 June 5 – 27	 Othello directed by Stephanie Hickling-Beckman – 4 weeks/11 performances

•	 July 1 – Aug 1	  Taming of the Shrew directed by Jason Williams – 5 weeks/14 performances

•	 Aug 7 – 29	 The League of the Scarlet Pimpernel – World Premiere, directed by David Doersch – 4 weeks/11 performances

•	 Sept. 4 – 26	 Romeo & Juliet directed by Kristi DeVille – 4 weeks/11 performances

•	 Oct. 2 – 24	 The Hope of Oz – World Premiere, directed by Gabby Bailey – 4 weeks/11 performances

Here’s our summer 2026 schedule:

Making the most of your visit: 

We want you to fully enjoy your experience with us. Feel free to bring a picnic and your favorite beverage, or purchase 
wine, sodas, local beers and snacks at our concession cart. Four-legged friends are always welcome! (There are treats 

for them at the concession stand, too!)

We are so grateful to our current donors, sponsors, and advertisers and YOU, our faithful audience, without whom 
we could not exist. Now sit back, relax, and be ready to laugh, cry, and be entertained as the curtain rises on another 

great production by the Montford Park Players.

John Russell
Executive Director

All performances are Friday, Saturday and Sunday, starting at 7:30 pm. Final show for each run is on a Saturday.



 
Chesney Goodson (Othello) Chesney is 
an actor and comedian based out of Ashe-
ville, North Carolina. Armed with seventeen 
years’ experience in stand-up comedy he has 
opened for names like: Amy Schumer, Da-
mon Wayans, Jeff Dye and Tom Arnold just to 
name a few. In Theatre he has been in sev-
eral productions such as, Cost of living, Dear 
God and his own one man show for the play 
festival! 369, Who voted for this? His comedy 
has been described as bold, raw and relatable 
with a twist of absurdity. Using the skills and 
knowledge he’s acquired in the world of stand-
up, he applies that same method with acting, 
committing himself to bringing the words and 
characters on the page to life

   
Travis Lowe ( Iago) Travis most recently por-
trayed one of his literary heroes in last year’s, 
Cyrano de Bergerac. Now he’s delighted to be 
stepping onto the Montford stage again to play 
an anti-hero in one of Shakespeare’s most in-
famous villains. Other recent roles include the 
dashing Dr. Aster in Life Sucks: Sort of Adapt-
ed from Uncle Vanya by Anton Chekhov, Rich-
ard Hannay in The 39 Steps, and Wadsworth 
in Clue. Montford fans might also recognize 
him from many past seasons playing Claudius 

in Hamlet, Richard III in Richard III, Elyot in 
Private Lives, Algernon in The Importance of 
Being Earnest, Benedick in Much Ado About 
Nothing, and Petruchio in The Taming of the 
Shrew. Travis is also one of WNC’s most 
produced local playwrights. His own magical 
romance, Love and Other ‘Vices, is currently 
being produced throughout June by Different 
Strokes! Performing Arts Collective at the Tina 
McGuire Theatre, if you’re the type who likes a 
bit of feel-good comedy after being captivated 
by a timeless tragedy.

Aaron Ybarra (Cassio) Aaron is humbled and 
grateful to be returning to the Montford stage 
after having performed there in productions 
such as “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” (Flute/
Thisbe) and “Hamlet”   (Horatio). They have 
had the pleasure of working with Stephanie 
and Travis before in Travis’ “Mixed Fandango” 
and have served up Shakespeare in various 
other theaters in the WNC area, most recently 
including Hendersonville Theatre’s “Much Ado 
About Nothing” (Margaret/Conrade)

.
Sonia D’Andrea (Emilia) Sonia is an Asheville 
native and has performed with local theaters 
for the past twenty years. Favorite roles in-
clude Milady in The Three Musketeers, Gwen-
dolyn in The Importance of Being Earnest, and 
Roxane in  Cyrano de Bergerac, all with the 

Montford Park Players. She has also worked 
with Nemesis Theatre Co. as Tullus Aufidius 
in  Coriolanus  and American Myth Center 
as Benvolio and the Nurse in  The Ballad of 
R&J. When not onstage, she is usually sing-
ing, snuggling cats, or singing to cats. She is 
deeply grateful for her community. Enjoy 
the show and thank you for supporting local 
theatre!.

Molly Wilson (Desdemona ) Molly is returning 
for her third Montford Park Players season, 
after joining to play Doll Tearsheet and Lady 
Mortimer in Henry IV;  the Chorus, Alice, and 
the Boy in  Henry V; Miss Quickly in  Merry 
Wives of Windsor; and Cordelia in King Lear. 
Most recently, she appeared in Henderson-
ville Theatre’s  Much Ado About Nothing  as 
Borachio. Before moving to Asheville, Molly 
spent many years on stage as part of vari-
ous troupes, playing Ophelia in Hamlet, Juliet 
in Romeo and Juliet, Hermia in A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, and Moira in The Shaughraun, 
among others. In her free time, Molly can usu-
ally be found writing, baking, or wrangling her 
dog, Reginald.

Rachel Huneycutt (Bianca) Rachel is so 
thrilled to be back with Montford Park Play-

ers for her favorite Shakespearean tragedy, 
Othello! She is also a recent graduate of 
UNCA, with a BA in creative writing. You may 
have most recently seen Rachel on the Mont-
ford stage as Evil Gabbi, as one head of the 
Tiamat, and as a really dramatic vampire who 
got her skull caved in during She Kills Mon-
sters. Her final role as a UNCA student was 
as Fraulein Schnieder in UNCA’s Cabaret, 
directed by the one and only Stephanie Hick-
ling Beckman. Rachel fell in love with Othello 
through her junior level humanities course at 
UNCA. All of the raw emotion shoved into the 
classic trope of the ultimate misunderstand-
ing had Rachel hooked almost immediately. 
She knew she had to be a part of it somehow, 
so she is so thrilled to be here now. Rachel 
thanks her fabulous friends and family all over 
North Carolina and beyond for their love and 
support, especially Stephanie and Koen. She 
hopes you’ll be as floored as she is! Enjoy the 
show!
.

SC.
Kai Strange (Roderigo) Kai is an actor local to 
the Asheville area, and has been performing 
on the Montford stage for many years. This 
role feels very special to him since it was the 
first Shakespeare role he was able to perform 
11 years ago at age 12. A wonderful beginning 
to a lifetime love of Shakespeare and Theater! 
If you frequent the Montford Park Players pro-
ductions you might have seen Kai in The Little 
Prince (Little Prince), Much Ado About Noth-
ing (Dogberry), or Hamlet (Gravedigger). Kai 
hopes you enjoy this production of Othello.

MEET THE CAST & CREW



Tecumseh!: Tecumseh!: Witness the epic life story of the legendaryWitness the epic life story of the legendary
Shawnee leader as he struggles to defend his sacredShawnee leader as he struggles to defend his sacred
homelands in the Ohio country during the late 1700’s.homelands in the Ohio country during the late 1700’s.
The 2025 season runs from June 12-August 31st,The 2025 season runs from June 12-August 31st,
Tuesday-Saturday at 8:00pm. 5968 Marietta Rd.Tuesday-Saturday at 8:00pm. 5968 Marietta Rd.
Chillicothe, OH 45601. Chillicothe, OH 45601. wwww.tecumsehdrama.comww.tecumsehdrama.com or or
740-775-4100.740-775-4100.  

TEXAS Outdoor Musical: TEXAS Outdoor Musical: “TEXAS” fictionalizes the“TEXAS” fictionalizes the
stories, struggles, and triumphs of the settlers of thestories, struggles, and triumphs of the settlers of the
Texas Panhandle in the late 1800’s! Featuring vibrantTexas Panhandle in the late 1800’s! Featuring vibrant
characters, song, dance, and special effects setcharacters, song, dance, and special effects set
against the backdrop of the beautiful Palo Duroagainst the backdrop of the beautiful Palo Duro
Canyon State Park, TEXAS is celebrating its 59thCanyon State Park, TEXAS is celebrating its 59th
season in 2025. Performances 6 nights a week inseason in 2025. Performances 6 nights a week in
June-August at 8:00pm. 1514 5th Ave, Canyon, TXJune-August at 8:00pm. 1514 5th Ave, Canyon, TX
79015. 79015. www.texas-show.comwww.texas-show.com or 806-651-2181. or 806-651-2181.

Montford Park Players: Montford Park Players: North Carolina’s longest runningNorth Carolina’s longest running
Shakespeare Festival, now in its 53rd season, May 9 - OctShakespeare Festival, now in its 53rd season, May 9 - Oct
25, Fri-Sun at 7:30 pm. All shows are FREE.25, Fri-Sun at 7:30 pm. All shows are FREE.
www.montfordparkplayers.orgwww.montfordparkplayers.org 828-254-5146. 828-254-5146.

The Lost Colony: The Lost Colony: The story of the first attempt of EnglishThe story of the first attempt of English
colonization in America, told on the site where these eventscolonization in America, told on the site where these events
actually occurred, now in its 88th Anniversary season. Theactually occurred, now in its 88th Anniversary season. The
2025 season runs from May 31st-August 23rd, Monday-2025 season runs from May 31st-August 23rd, Monday-
Saturday at 8:30pm. 1409 National Park Drive, Manteo, NCSaturday at 8:30pm. 1409 National Park Drive, Manteo, NC
27954. 27954. www.thelostcolony.orgwww.thelostcolony.org or 252-473-6000. or 252-473-6000.    

The outdoor theatres listed here are only a small fraction of theatres across theThe outdoor theatres listed here are only a small fraction of theatres across the
country where you can experience thrilling live performances in an amazing variety ofcountry where you can experience thrilling live performances in an amazing variety of

venues. Discover beautiful parks, desert canyons, mountainside theatres, andvenues. Discover beautiful parks, desert canyons, mountainside theatres, and
performances by the sea. We hope that you will join us for an evening under the stars!performances by the sea. We hope that you will join us for an evening under the stars!

Unto These Hills: Unto These Hills: The compelling story of the Eastern BandThe compelling story of the Eastern Band
of Cherokee Indians from first contact with Europeansof Cherokee Indians from first contact with Europeans
through the removal west on the infamous Trail of Tears.through the removal west on the infamous Trail of Tears.
The drama celebrates its 75th Anniversary Season in 2025,The drama celebrates its 75th Anniversary Season in 2025,
including a special recognition on July 1st. The 2025 seasonincluding a special recognition on July 1st. The 2025 season
runs from May 31st - August 23rd, Monday - Saturday atruns from May 31st - August 23rd, Monday - Saturday at
8pm. 688 Drama Rd, Cherokee, NC 28734.8pm. 688 Drama Rd, Cherokee, NC 28734.
www.cherokeeadventure.orgwww.cherokeeadventure.org or 828-497-2111. or 828-497-2111.

The Laura Ingalls Wilder Pageant:The Laura Ingalls Wilder Pageant: An outdoor drama An outdoor drama
sharing the childhood story of Laura Ingalls Wilder andsharing the childhood story of Laura Ingalls Wilder and
her family in Walnut Grove, Minnesota during the lateher family in Walnut Grove, Minnesota during the late
1800's. Grasshoppers, prairie fires and the Olesons1800's. Grasshoppers, prairie fires and the Olesons
help tell the story in its 47th year during the first threehelp tell the story in its 47th year during the first three
weekends in July. More information check the websiteweekends in July. More information check the website
at at https://walnutgrove.org/pageant/https://walnutgrove.org/pageant/ or follow us on or follow us on
Facebook.Facebook.

Piedmont Shakespeare Company: Piedmont Shakespeare Company: Celebrating itsCelebrating its
inaugural season of free Shakespeare in the Piedmontinaugural season of free Shakespeare in the Piedmont
region of North Carolina with HAMLET, touringregion of North Carolina with HAMLET, touring
Alamance, Guilford, and Forsyth counties, June 12-Alamance, Guilford, and Forsyth counties, June 12-
29.29.    www.piedmontshakes.orgwww.piedmontshakes.org 216-374-8000 216-374-8000

Shakespeare In Delaware Park:Shakespeare In Delaware Park:  Celebrating 50 years of Celebrating 50 years of
FREE Shakespeare in Western New York. 2025 season-FREE Shakespeare in Western New York. 2025 season-
TWELFTH NIGHT June 19-July 13 and RICHARD III July 24-TWELFTH NIGHT June 19-July 13 and RICHARD III July 24-
August 17 Tuesday-Sunday 7pm. 199 Lincoln ParkwayAugust 17 Tuesday-Sunday 7pm. 199 Lincoln Parkway
Buffalo, NY 14222 on Shakespeare HillBuffalo, NY 14222 on Shakespeare Hill
www.shakespeareindelawarepark.org 716-856-4533.www.shakespeareindelawarepark.org 716-856-4533.

SETC is home of the National Conference onSETC is home of the National Conference on
Outdoor Theatre. For over 60 years, thisOutdoor Theatre. For over 60 years, this

organization has provided a professional networkorganization has provided a professional network
for theatres. To learn more, contact us atfor theatres. To learn more, contact us at

outdoortheatre@setc.org, or visit setc.org/national-outdoortheatre@setc.org, or visit setc.org/national-
conference-on-outdoor-theater/.conference-on-outdoor-theater/.  



Alexandra McPherson: (Senator/Lodovico) 
Alex is delighted to be returning to the 
amphitheatre with this talented cast and 
crew under Stephanie’s insightful direction. 
Favourite MPP roles include: Duchess of 
York in Richard III, Agamemnon in Troilus 
and Cressida, and Miss Prism in The Im-
portance of Being Earnest. Alex has also 
performed locally with The Autumn Play-
ers of Asheville Community Theatre, 
Different Strokes PAC! , Hendersonville 
Theatre, Foothills Community Theatre and 
Black Mountain Center for the Arts. She 
thanks you for your support and hopes that 
you remembered to bring your bug spray & your 
brolly.

.
Zay is very excited to be back on the Montford 
Stage. His Favorite roles include Tiny Tim at 
Asheville High School, fun roles in The Wizard 
of Oz, Finding Nemo, Madagascar,and High 
School Musical, at Asheville Community The-
atre, and the Montford Park Players’ produc-
tion of The Sword and the Stone, and School 
House Rock  at Odyssey Community School. 
Zay played MacDuff in IC Imagine’s High School 
production of MacBeth, and acted in Juked and 
a staged reading of A Raisin in the Sun with Dif-
ferent Strokes Performing Arts Collective. Zay 
thanks his moms for introducing him to theatre 
and their continued support 

Darren Marshall (Montano/Duke) Darren 
showed up to audition for The Tempest in 2006. 
The director was so intimidated by Darren’s 
booming presence that he was cast out of fear. 
He’s still here. No one is really certain where he 
came from, but rumor has it there is a lot of corn 
there. He is definitely not a cookie, but he may 
just be a Muppet wearing a human suit.

Paula O’Brien (Brabantio and Gratiano) Paula 
has been a frequent performer in the Asheville 
theater scene since moving from the Northeast 
in 2017. Her most recent credits include por-
traying Scarecrow in The Wonderful Wizard of 
Oz and both mothers in Tonya and Nancy: The 
Rock Opera. She is incredibly grateful for the op-
portunities she’s found in North Carolina and, as 
always, gives heartfelt thanks to her husband, 
Andrew, for his unwavering support.

Stephanie Hickling Beckman (Director) Stepha-

nie moved to Asheville NC in 1997 and has been​ ​
attached to theatre in one way or another ever 
since. Though she is​ ​proud to say that she has 
worked with most of the theatre companies in 
Western North Carolina, as an actor or director, ​
Stephanie has lent her voice to several projects 
including recurring gigs with “In The Moment” as 
a screen actor as well as a voice actor. She is 
currently the voice of “Granny Underwood” on 
the Old Gods of Appalachia podcast. Over the 
last 13 years she has devoted the bulk of her 
time to Different Strokes Performing Arts Collec-
tive,​ as the Company’s founder and Managing 
Artistic​ ​Director. Different Strokes! Has been the 
Company in residence at the Wortham Center 
for the Performing Arts in downtown Asheville 
since 2019

Mikhale Sherrill (Assistant Director/Stage Man-
ager) Mikhale actor, stage manager, stage hand, 
gardener, and pet parent living in Asheville, 
NC. Mikhale has recently performed at Ashe-
ville Community Theatre in 39 Steps and Flying 
West;  Attic Salt Theatre Company’s production 
of  Cry It Out; Mars Hill University’s production 
of  Doubt, A Parable
.  

Michael Dickinson (Fight Choreographer) Mi-
chael has lived and worked in Asheville NC for 
the past 24 years. His passion for fight chore-
ography comes from years of martial arts train-
ing and teaching. Michael was a co-owner and 
Master instructor at a local martial arts school for 
over 10 years. He has spent the past 5 years 

working in the mental health and addiction field. 
When Michael is not working, he spends time 
with his wife, two adult children and five dogs. 
On a perfect day Michael will have gone fishing, 
played flag football, and sat with a guitar to make 
up some songs.

Ida Bostain (Costume Designer)- Ida is pleased 
to be working with Montford Park Players for the 
second time! She is a costume designer based 
out of Black Mountain, North Carolina and is the 
costume and makeup professor for Brevard Col-
lege. Ida has worked with many theatres in the 
area during her long time in the area including 
Different Strokes, Parkway Playhouse, La Zoom,  
Asheville Community Theatre,  The Warehouse 
Theatre and GLOW. She is especially fond of 
designing for Historical theatre and pieces that 
have a strong message. This was a wonderful 
fit for Ida and she had a great time helping to 
create this special world for Othello.

Jason Williams (Lighting Design) is an actor, 
director and designer that works for many local 
theatre companies around Asheville and WNC. 
Recent designs include: Next to Normal and The 
White Chip at HART Theatre, Silver in the Pines 
for Asheville Contemporary Dance Theatre, Ap-
propriate for Hendersonville Theatre, and Ha-
destown Teen Edition for Asheville Performing 
Arts Academy. He would like to thank you for 
coming to see the show tonight. He sees theatre 
as a valuable life experience and an important 
part of the cultural fabric. If you enjoyed tonight’s 
show he encourages you to seek out other per-
formances in our vibrant local theatre scene, and 
please consider an additional donation or spon-
sorship to keep the area theater scene thriving.
hool production of MacBeth, and acted in Juked 
and a staged reading of A Raisin in the Sun with 
Different Strokes Performing Arts Collective

MEET THE CAST & CREW



Supporting Cultural Resources in WNC 
through partnership with organizations 

that place the arts at the center of 
thriving, healthy communities.

www.cfwnc.org

The Seldoms photo by Andrew Glatt; courtesy of Trillium Arts

Generosity multiplied.



347 Merrimon Avenue,
Asheville, NC 28801

828.505.7887
www.TheWyvernsTaleAVL.com

Hundreds of Board Games,
Role-Playing Games,
Miniatures and Hobby Supplies,
and over 1,000 square feet of gaming space!







Courtesy of Your Hominies Democratic Friends.

REGISTER 
TO VOTE

SCAN ME 
to register 
on DMV 
website.

SCAN ME 
to register by 

mail or in 
person.



Note: Plays marked with LR are now commonly referred to as the “late romances”. Plays marked with PP are known as the 
“problem plays”. The three plays marked with FF were not included in the First Folio.

HOW MANY HAVE YOU SEEN?
Histories

King John
Richard II

Henry IV, Part 1
Henry IV, Part 2

Henry V
Henry VI, Part 1
Henry VI, Part 2
Henry VI, Part 3

Richard III
Henry VIII

Edward III FF

Tragedies
Troilus and Cressida PP

Coriolanus
Titus Andronicus
Romeo and Juliet

Timon of Athens PP

Julius Caesar
Macbeth
Hamlet

King Lear
Othello

Antony and Cleopatra
Cymbeline LR

Comedies
The Tempest LR

The Two Gentlemen of Verona
The Merry Wives of Windsor

Measure for Measure PP

The Comedy of Errors
Much Ado About Nothing

Love’s Labour’s Lost
A Midsummer Night’s Dream

The Merchant of Venice PP

As You Like It
The Taming of the Shrew

All’s Well That Ends Well PP

Twelfth Night
The Winter’s Tale LR PP

Pericles, Prince of Tyre LR FF

The Two Noble Kinsmen LR FF



Scan this code to donate







CORPORATE SPONSORS
Tod Leaven, Leaven & Associ-
ates Blu29 Boutique
Jan Davis Tires
Carol Goins, Attorney at Law
Cody Fox
Community Foundation of WNC
OurVoice NC
Little Jumbo Bar
VEG ER for Pets
Matt & Molly Team
Explore Asheville
UNCA Advancement Office
Atlantic Bay Mortgage
YWCA Advancement Office
d&b audiotechnik 

FIRST FOLIO CIRCLE ($5,000-
$9,999)
Virginia Luttrell
Elaine & Stephen Klesius
Henry LaBrun

SHAKESPEARE SOCIETY 
($1,000-$4,999)
HART Theatre
Cody Fox
Charles & Winslow Umberger
Anna & Nathan Flax Foundation
Ashley Bell
Matt & Molly Team
Atlantic Bay Mortgage Group
Kathleen Cole
Norm & Shannon Levine
Veronica & Jack Hunter
Greg Zack
Matthew & Jewel Tavener
Honor Moor and John Menkes
Jeff Gottesman
Mountaine Jonas
William W. MacKay
Yoke Mah
Wallace & Catherine Shealy

Anne Toschi

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE ($500-
$999)
Sandra Fournies
Karen & Scott Dedman
Christopher Gilbert
Layman Fund
Stan Stockdale
Andrea Blankinship
The Whale
Thomas DeAntonio
Joshua S. Gettinger
Anonymous
Lori Ritter
Elaine & Stephen Wiesenfeld
Brian Davis
Ron & Nancy Edgerton
Benjamin & Andrea Frost
Tedd Godager
Patricia & Tom Hearron
Stan Ingber and Laura Robbins
Maria Lourdes Solares
NC Literary & Historical Associa-
tion
Therese Shook

DIRECTOR’S GUILD ($250-$499)
Steven Pennington
Betsy Gumpert
David Russell
Michelle Spiegel
Thomas & Linda Bushar
Kathy Cole
Jessica Frantz
Grace & Don Repass
Nancy Robinson
Nichole Sumpter
Avery Swihart
Andrew Runkle and Christie 
Posner
Jeff & Jan Dektor
Sanjay Girme
Monica Peltz

Robin Smith
Kathleen Ayres
Karissa Keen
Dr. Jim and Lynn Karegeannes
Kelly Lane
Paula O’Brien and Andrew 
Opalka

PATRON ($100-$249)
Our VOICE, Inc.
Bonnie Hamrick
John Baldwin
Edward Breunig
Joseph & Beverly Murphy
Marjorie Portwood & Geoffrey 
Belet
William Scarborough
Neil Scheurich
Leigh Schwietz and Matthew F. 
Yetter
Emilie Soffe
Courtland White
Dana Vance
Stephen Lapointe
Ryan Stedwell
Dr. Ken Tannenbaum
Julia Akers
Frank Jones
Elana Lancaster
Katie Langwell
Kay Nash
Madeline Rains
James Storey
Robert Winebarger
Thomas Brown
Anonymous Anonymous
James & Linda McDonald
David Broshar
White Labs
Jane Carducci
Bill Chameides
Michael Cleveland and Maria-
Grazia Nunzi
Melissa Drennan

Emily Gardner
Jess Howard
Marc Hunt
Elizabeth Menser
Stephen Boyer and Ruth Planey
Thomas Brettingen
David Eske
John Galanti and John Hotchkiss
Elisa Gold and Bradley Hughes
Bruce & Anna Koloseike
Bill & Audrey Kopp
Alexandra & Terry McPherson
Jeffrey Michel
Judy & Ray Polinko
Roberta L. Powers
Jennifer Rennicks
Ernie Thurston
Jane Landwehr
James Williamson Jr

LEADING ROLE (UP TO $99)
Carol Booth
Beate Langsdorf
Daniele Wikoff
Gordon Jenks
Mark Wright
Sean Ahern
Julie Atallah
Robin DeVido
Sue DiMaggio
Katharine Jennings
Lois Markham
John & Susan Mycroft
Thomas Brown
Lenovo
Sean Ballard
Rebecca Crandall
Stacey Figueroa
Stephen Foss
Jennifer Kerns
David Lamoree
John Martin
Marsha Munn
Elizabeth Oxley

BRAVO TO OUR DONORS



BRAVO TO OUR DONORS
Robert Pierce
Selena Rhodes
Deb Self
Jeanette Teter
Brad White
Jessica Bridges
Cathryn Carlson
Christina Choe
Ronda Mackey
Michelle Vessely
Judith DeCarme
3M Gives
Patricia & Glenn Bass
Andrea Bishop
Megan Davies
John DeGelleke
Catherine Jones
Kathryn Langwell
Molly Moor
Cherie Morris and Randy Omark
Jennifer Rish
Susan M. Shope and Sarah M. 
Holly
Katherine Stawiasz
Chelsea Rath
Naomi King
Kristin Hessel
Suzanne Murley
Christopher Guggenheim
Jim Smitherman
Kathryn Martinuzzi
David Kirby
Bonnie Ferri
Laura Lever
Janice Warren
Denise Beebe
Valinda Bolton
Harlan & Aiden Carson
Christel Conwell

Elizabeth Costlow
Myra Fuller
Sttephen Grubbs
Stacy Hall
Daniel Hey
Stuart Johnson-Kwochka and An-
nalee Kwochka
Evan Lacy
Whitney Lesnicki
Abigail Miner
Julie Montanea
Sean Morris
Janet Nostro
Kristin Pedersen
Shannon Radigan
Kimberly Sills
Nikki Smathers
Carol-Ann Warr
Kandance Norris
Jonathan Wexler
Kristi Mizen
Myrtle Staples & Cecil Bennett
David Allen
Kathleen Askier
Samantha Bloom
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Donations can be made here:

Online: https://www.montfordparkplayers.org/donate/
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Directing Othello as a Black woman has meant stepping into a world where the text is familiar, but the 
lens through which it has been interpreted for centuries is not one I can wholly relate to, agree with, or feel 
good about. I’ve embraced this story, with lived knowledge of what it means to be seen and unseen at the 
same time. I know the feeling of being desired and feared in the same breath, and I know what it is like 
to have my brilliance celebrated while my humanity is questioned. That duality is not theoretical to me; I 
leaned into it hard during my preparation and the rehearsal process for this play. 

For generations, Othello has been filtered through intellect that could dissect his tragedy but missed the 
mark when depicting his truth. Too often, Othello has been flattened into a symbol of rage or jealousy 
rather than a man navigating a world determined to remind him of his difference. I refuse to let him 
be reduced to that. I see the tenderness in him, the vulnerability, the hunger to belong, and the cost of 
constantly negotiating his worth in spaces that were never built for him. I see the way love becomes both 
refuge and risk. I see the way isolation becomes a weapon long before Iago ever speaks. 

I didn’t come into this to rescue Othello from the text or even lighten his load. My primary objective in 
directing this play was to reveal the parts of him that have rarely been centered. Having played Othello 
myself, it was important to me to create a room where the Black actor playing him does not have to 
translate his own experience for someone else’s comfort. I set out to build a world where Desdemona’s 
courage, Emilia’s clarity, and even Iago’s cruelty are understood within the larger machinations of power 
that shape them all. This production is not about villainy or innocence. It is about the systems that teach 
us who is allowed to be complicated and who must be controlled. 

I direct this play with the knowledge that representation is not decoration. It is responsibility and 
reclamation. I directed this play because the people most affected by a story deserve to shape how it is 
told. My hope is that you feel the humanity in these characters, understand the urgency in their choices, 
and hear the echo of the world we live in now. 

Thank you for coming. May this story move you to make a difference in your world. 

Stephanie Hickling Beckman, 
Othello Director

DIRECTOR’S NOTE











NAME: 	
ADDRESS: 	
CITY, STATE, ZIP:	
TELEPHONE:	  
EMAIL:	  

How did you hear about us? (Check as many as apply) 
Citizen-Times:	 m Calendar Item	 m Advertisement			  m Take 5
Mountain Xpress:	 m Calendar Item	 m Advertisement
Daily Planet:	 m Calendar Item	 m Advertisement
The Laurel:	 m Calendar Item	 m Advertisement
m Other							     

Radio:	 m WCQS		  m 98.1 The River 
	 m 880 Local Edge Radio
	 m Other							       
Website:	
m montfordparkplayers.org (Montford Park Players)	
m visitnc.com (our state tourism website)
m exploreasheville.com
m livewireasheville.com
m mountainxpress.com
m Other							     

Brochure:	 m Received in mail	
m  Picked up at 						    

Yes!  I want to know about upcoming 
Montford Park Players events!



Class of 2028
Quinn Terry, 1st Term 

Audrey Kopp, 1st Term 
Emilie Soffe, 1st Term 
Robin Smith, 1st Term 

Class of 2026
Charles Umberger, Treasurer, 3rd Term

Class of 2027
Honor Moor, Secretary, 2nd Term

Cody Fox, Chair, 1st Term

Youth Representative, Class of 2028
Daphodil Phillips-Sprague, 1st Term

Principal Advisor
John Russell, Executive Director

John Russell: 
Executive Director

Jason Williams:
 Artistic Director & Resident Lighting Designer 

Deanna Braine Smith: 
Production Manager & Resident Fight Choreographer

Kristi DeVille:
Marketing Director & Resident Choreographer

Trinity Smith Keel:
 Head of Costumes

Caitlin Marshall: 
Production Stage Manager

Walker Linkous: 
Director of Facilities

MONTFORD PARK PLAYERS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS STAFF

Kudos to Montford Park Players!

(L – R) 2017 Community Theatre of the Year Award, 
presented by North Carolina Theatre Conference

2018 Mark R. Sumner Award to John Russell, presented by 
SETC for his contributions to outdoor theatre

2025 Hardee Rives Award for the Dramatic Arts in North 
Carolina, presented by North Carolina Literary & Historical 

Association

Yes!  I want to know about upcoming 
Montford Park Players events!



The house staff and Board of Directors of MPP
Mountain Xpress

Asheville Department of Parks and Recreation
UNC TV

Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce
Explore Asheville Convention and Visitors Bureau

Bob Boeberitz Design
Tempus Fugit Design

Our Advertisers

Special Thanks from the Administrative Staff:

Bob Boeberitz Design is a proud sponsor. Email: bboeberitz@gmail.com

B O BB O EB E RI T ZD E SI G N

And give generously when the hat is passed.And give generously when the hat is passed.

Bring a picnic. Enjoy the show.



Special Thanks from the Administrative Staff:



join us


